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Proposal to deliver a paper or address at the 
Congress 

 
 

Please fill in as indicated: remember that the deadline for 
submissions is 1 December 2014 
 
 
Your full name (please highlight surname in CAPS) 
 

Marikít TAYLOR 

 
Institution to which you belong (if appropriate) 
 

University of Geneva - Phd student 

 
Your contact email 
 

 

 
Your phone number (please remember to add your country code!) 
 

 

 
 
 
Theme strand in which you wish to include your paper (click and type an X 
where appropriate, only one strand please: if you wish to submit more than one 
paper, please fill in another document for the other paper) 
 
Main strands:  

1. Women Artists and Artisans of Art Nouveau  

2. The Eye of an Era: Art Nouveau Interpretations of the Feminine  

3. The New Frontiers: Unveiling Art Nouveau Cities   

4. Research and Doctoral Theses in Progress  
 

 

 
 



Title in English of your presentation 
 

Pine trees, pinecones and gentians: while the boys were competing, Marie-
Louise Goering was silently redesigning La Chaux-de-Fonds.      

 
This is a provisional title; you may change it later on when you send us the 
complete presentation text 
 
 
Abstract in English of your presentation (maximum 1,000 characters) 
 

As La Chaux-de-Fonds’ Art nouveau movement gradually takes its place in the 
realm of Art History, some of its main actors, such as Marie-Louise Goering 
(1867-1923), remain unknown. As a student, MLG played an active part in the 
town’s Art nouveau experiment led between 1905 and 1914 by the Art school. 
Archives indicate that MLG was active in many of the projects conceived by her 
class as total works of art. Her creations and participation in exhibitions reveal 
a prolific and talented student: her batiks, embroideries, paintings, designs for 
wallpapers, frescoes and other architectural decorations show a great 
sensitivity to the Jura forests and prairies and ability to transform their elements 
into delicately stylized motifs. As her classmates became famous (Le 
Corbusier,…), MLG’s professional ambitions seem to have been lesser. Yet, 
one of the last surviving sites decorated by the art class has recently been 
acquired by the Town of La CdF and seems mainly to be the work of MLG. 100 
years later, this new opportunity for research will hopefully give one of the girls 
a chance to shine. 
 
 

 
If approved, your presentation may be later written and delivered in any of the 
official languages of the Congress (English, Catalan, French and Spanish) 
 
 
Your Curriculum Vitae (maximum 1,000 characters) 
 

Marikít Taylor was born in the Philippines and has spent most of her life in 
Switzerland. Her studies at Geneva University have so far led to a MA in 
History and a MAS in Conservation of architectural heritage. She is currently 
writing a Phd on the standardisation of applied arts in the decoration of late 
19th century and early 20th century buildings. She has given talks and 
published on subjects such as La Chaux-de-Fonds’ artistic, architectural and 
industrial heritage, the conservation and rehabilitation of 19th century buildings, 
Le Corbusier, and the history of watchmaking. She has worked as a scientific 
collaborator for the Heritage department of the Town of La Chaux-de-Fonds 
and as brand historian for Zenith Branch of LVMH Swiss Manufactures SA. As 
a freelance historian, her main interests are industrial history, urbanism, 1850-
1914 architecture, the architects Le Corbusier, René Chapallaz and Spring 
Frères, and the conservation and promotion of “unloved” historical buildings. 
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Please convert this document into PDF format (to do this, click 
“save as” and choose “PDF”), and save it: please name the file 
with your own name. Then go to   
 

http://www.artnouveau.eu/callforpapers 
 
and fill in the blueprint you will find here with your details and upload 
your saved PDF file with this paper proposal. 
 
 

IMPORTANT 
All papers delivered at the Congress may be recorded on video and made 
available to the general public on the Internet. Submitting a paper implies 
your explicit agreement to such recording and its later use. You will be 
required to formally sign acceptance of this before your paper is included in the 
definitive Congress programme. 
 

 

 

Remember: final deadline for submission is 1 December 2014 

http://www.artnouveau.eu/callforpapers

